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Contrary to popular belief, in comparing “House” prostitutes –those working from
a house or other structure specifically for that purpose –and street prostitutes, 97% reported higher self -esteem. Surprisingly, statistics also show that abuse of pros titutes
and women in general were about the same. So the violence against women is the issue
here, not prostitution.
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Red Light Needs a Green Light

Kelli Jae Baeli

The oldest bordello in the red light district of Hamburg Germany has closed its
doors. The madam cites a lack of busines s for the closure.
Let me get this clear…sex isn’t selling anymore?
That place has been around since 1948, and like any business, certain trends can effectively close it down; not the least of these trends is the ban on sale of alcohol in the
area, the loud dance clubs nearby, and, oh let’s not forget, it costs about $3000 per
night to enjoy its services. So, the madam can blame it on all those other things, but I’m
sure her high price tag figured into the demise of her business. Her prices were prohibitively high in today’s economy. It’s also not economically feasible when the Internet
lets you download porn for cheap.
The other reason I can think of for sex not selling, is that you can’t sell anything
that is being given away for free so often. I’ve always been a bit dismayed by the inherent contradiction in those who look down on women who sell their bodies, when
there are so many other women who give it away for free. And somehow the ones who
give it away, behave as though they are more ethical than the w omen who recognize
the value of their bodies, and demand compensation for the use of it. The problems inherent in prostitution have more to do with the environment in which it is forced to
operate, than the profession itself.
So if it’s not about the act, but the nature of the act, then from whence do our notions of sex derive? My suspicion is that it derives from the nature of our society. We
are a nation steeped in religion, and religion has a long history of framing sex as a
“dirty” act. Even in the Gard en of Eden myth, Adam and Eve become aware of their
nakedness, and then become ashamed before God. This didn’t happen until after they
ate of the Tree of Knowledge, which meant that knowledge equals awareness, and
awareness brings with it responsibility an d questions and confusion and–by extension–
an opportunity for evolution. Yet most Christians believe, and the creation story implies, that this message has more to do with the value of ignorance and innocence than
it does with wisdom and growth. I reject t hat tenet.
In one of my favorite series, Firefly, a futuristic world included the normal practice
of having paid “Companions”–this was framed in an aesthetic manner, including none
of the seediness that usually goes along with this activity when illegal. A need was
recognized and met by two consenting adults agreeing that one would pay for the service of another. No different than paying for a massage, or electrolysis. I have to say
this little bit of futuristic fiction helped sway me toward agreement with the legalization of prostitution, since I had not considered the possibility of viewing it from a
standpoint outside the normal stigmatization. There are high -priced call girls in Amer-

ica, but the practice is still illegal, (except in 10 counties in Nevada ), and much of this
misunderstanding of its usefulness is fraught with the common erroneous ideas that
preclude its implementation.
Accordingly, from an ethical standpoint, how do we categorize legalization of
prostitution? Is the concept of sex -for-sale as a tainted morality a knee-jerk reaction, or
does it actually adhere to ethical precepts? Consider these statistics:
78 perc ent of wom en who sought help from the Coun cil for Prostitution Alternatives in
1991 report ed b eing rap ed an averag e of 16 tim es a year by pim ps, and wer e raped
33 tim es a year by johns.
62 perc ent rep orted having b een rap ed in prostitution.
73 perc ent rep orted having exp eri enc ed physical assault in prostitution.
72 perc ent wer e curr ently or form erly hom eless.
92 perc ent stated that t h ey wa nted to esc ap e prostitution imm ediately.
83 perc ent of prostitutes ar e victim s of assault with a wea pon.
75 perc ent of wom en in escort prostitution had attem pted suicide.
67 perc ent m eet diagnostic criteria for post -traum atic stress disord er (PTSD). *

In short, the victims of prostitution are mostly the prostitutes themselves. It just
may be that they no longer have the ability left to “consent” to be a willing participant
in their so-called victimless crime. Estimates of the prevalence of incest among prostitutes range from 65 percent to 90 percent. The Council for Prostitution Alternatives,
Portland, Oregon Annual Report in 1991 found that: 85 percent of their prostitute clients reported history of sexual abuse in childhood while 70 percent reported i ncest.”**
Some might see this as a case against legalization, when really it is a case FOR it.
Legalizing prostitution eliminates almost all of these things. While it won’t prevent
women from being abused in their own homes before becoming prostitutes, it does
help insure that these women aren’t re -victimized. And it’s crucial to point out, too,
that these women didn’t suffer abuse because they were prostitutes, they suffered
abuse because they were WOMEN. About 80% of the women I have known well enough
to ask has confessed some form of abuse in childhood…and none of them were prostitutes. Let’s don’t confuse the sex -trade with the prevalence of rape and abuse in general.
More confusion can be found in the rhetoric of Feminists and Conservatives, who
claim that the anti-prostitution laws protect women. Yet statistics show that 90% of
those arrested are the prostitutes themselves. Additionally, 50% of street prostitutes
are drug users, and this illegal and street -bound profession perpetuates this. So, in
considering the viability of legalization, what are the negative aspects of prostitution
in general? Most would say:
Imm orality
Spr ead of diseas e,
Infidelity
Gateway into drug-us e
Degradation of wom en

Prop erty values in prostitution districts
Exploitation of young wom en or m en

Immorality–since the principals of right and wrong are largely subjective, we can
only go by the degree or presence of harm, when making a judgment about immorality.
If a person enjoys sex and engages in sexual activity with someone else who enjoys sex,
and there is an equitable agreement that sex will be traded for money, and this harms
no other person or causes no other equal or greater negative result, then how is it immoral? The most common argument in this regard stems from religiosit y, and this, too,
is highly subjective and has no basis in empirical fact. It is merely opinion by rote.
Disease–Statistics show that only 3 to 5% of STD’s are prostitution -related, while
30-35% of STD cases are found in teenagers. (Sad commentary on the p arenting issue).
If the safeguards would include the use of condoms, and the testing for STD’s in the
employed Paid Sexual Companions, plus the proof of clean STD status in the customers, this would completely avoid the spread of sexually transmittable dis ease. More so,
ironically, than adults who do this non -professionally, by merely being promiscuous.
Infidelity–this is perhaps the one ethical drawback, as customers for PSC’s could
be married. I’m not sure there could be some way of insuring that customer s were not
married. Maybe being able to screen clients via legal ID, check marriage records, and
even calling the spouse, if there is one, to verify that he or she gave consent. Many of
those who seek sexual gratification in someone other than their spouse , do so because
they have a loveless marriage and their needs aren’t being met, or else, their needs are
copious, and they believe those needs can’t be met with just one person. My thought on
this is that maybe people wouldn’t get married or stay married i f their needs weren’t
being met, because they can be single and get those needs met with a legalized PSC’s.
It might not cost any more than it would to go through the rituals of dating. This might
actually help the stats for marriage and divorce. There mig ht be both fewer marriages,
and fewer divorces.
Gateway into Drug Use–drug use begins before the decision to be a prostitute, not
after, as some believe. Individuals don’t “dabble” in prostitution, and subsequently
develop a drug habit. They develop a drug habit and often turn to selling themselves
as a way to afford the drugs. The contrary is a misconception at least, and misinformation at worst.
Degradation of Women–the defining point of degradation seems to be subjective.
Many women choose this trade for economic reasons, and don’t necessarily enjoy it, or
as stated, find themselves forced into it due to addiction or other economic precursors.
Those women should be afforded other choices, and if they do not have those choices,
then this is a geopolitical, economic and social services issue, and not one of morality.
But many others enjoy sex and have their own copious need for sexual activity and so
providing this service as a legal career allows them to meet their needs both sexually
and financially, without all the negative consequences attached to illegal prostitution.
Property values–in “red-light” districts, property values are notoriously low. This
is due to the illegal nature of prostitution, and the environment it encourages. If prosti-

tution was legalized and transferred to attractive establishments, and effectively removed from street corners, neighborhoods would not be downgraded, and those that
were transformed from street prostitution to legalized brothels, would be able to enjoy
the safety, normative property values, and aesthetic values such a legalization would
offer. Property values are not contingent upon perceived morality of the inhabitants.
They are contingent upon location, location, location, as real estate agents are fond of
saying. This refers to the value of surrounding properties and the fiscal decisions by
local governments. If a bordello is paying taxes, those monies can be used to maintain
a quality neighborhood. And we all know sex sells and it will always sell.
Exploitation of young or under-privileged individuals--madams and PSC’s would
benefit equally from the legal sex -trade arrangement, and the vocation would be one of
consent rather than desperation. Since PSC’s would have to be of legal age, this would
prevent the exploitatio n of those below the age of consent. The under-privileged would
have a legal means of supporting themselves in an environment that wouldn’t compound the problem. Legalized prostitution would also reduce violence against women,
since women and men in this vocation would be less likely to be in a position of danger, and more likely to report any misbehavior or abuse.
Within the milieu of prostitution as it stands, is the fact that prostitutes won’t report abuse and rape, due to fear of being arrested for thei r illegal profession; though
80% of prostitutes have been raped 16 or more times per year. Accordingly, crimes
against prostitutes are among the “safest” crimes to commit. Thus, the illegal status
perpetuates violence against women and men who are prostitu tes. Another 35 to 85%
of prostitutes have suffered abuse in the form of rape, incest and molestation, mostly
by family members, well before becoming a prostitute. Thus, the current laws make
them victims again.
Contrary to popular belief, in comparing “Ho use” prostitutes–those working from
a house or other structure specifically for that purpose –and street prostitutes, 97% reported higher self -esteem. Surprisingly, statistics also show that abuse of prostitutes
and women in general were about the same. So the violence against women is the issue
here, not prostitution.
With these precepts in mind, here’s how it would be plausible and beneficial:
If prostitution were legalized, and practitioners became Paid Sexual Companions,
with the expected safe-guards, regulations and oversights in place, and it was mandatory to run the business from an actual building designed for it (a brothel/bordello),
then this would, I believe, solve many, if not all, of the aforementioned issues. Some
women have practiced prostitution for a short time, and prefer to call it “survival sex.”
If a woman feels that all she has to offer at any given time is her body, in order to survive, then first, she needs more options available.
Second, legalized prostitution would provide the PSC a p lace to live, regular income, and a support group. Women who have economic challenges or are single mothers, or otherwise lack appropriate resources, would be free to choose the vocation of
PSC in lieu of homelessness and poverty. If these legal brothels a lso hire trained security guards or “bouncers” and implement educational opportunities for employees in

the form of GED teachers or night classes in college, then the PSC is effectively building a future for her or himself, and any children the PSC may hav e. Arrangements
could be made for a daycare nearby for those who live on -site. This would create a
community of support that will allow the PSC to make other choices later, if he/she
chooses, instead of spiraling into poverty, drug addiction, alcoholism an d hopelessness.
So legalizing prostitution is at once a viable and feasible solution to the problems
that illegal prostitution presents.
===========

*Prostitutes Education Network .
**”Prostitution: Fact sheet on Human Rights Violations ” by Melissa Farley, PhD of Prostitution
Research & Education.

To stay informed of book news and other tidbits which I might think is more
important than you do...sign up for the newsletter. http://kellijaebaeli.com (sign
up box on right side near top).
You might also like many of my other essays, books, novellas and novels.
Visit http://kellijaebaeli.com, or find me on Amazon.

About the Author
Indie Publisher and bestselling author of the Rain Falls series, AKA Investigations series, Throwing Caution, and Pitfall, Kelli Jae Baeli enjoys a sales position in the top 5% of lesbian auth ors. Her writing career began as a child,
and that interest in expression through words on a page blossomed into full length works, when she bec ame frustrated with early examples of lesbian fiction, and dec ided to write something she would want to read. Sh e's been doing
that ever since, authoring and produc ing 48 books, both non -fiction and fic tion, in a variety of genres, and for both gay and straight readers.
Constantly mining the world around her for literary tidbits, Baeli is always to be found with iPhone in hand, recording or thumbing in notes, a self -confessed story
magpie who sees everywhere the fodder for her work. Creativity comes as easily as breathing
to Baeli. A talented singer -songwriter with over 200 songs to her credit, she also loves mixed media art, painting, pottery, and c lay sc ulpture, as well. Living a life around words, books,
art, and music not only fulfills her, but defines her.
Formerly a managing editor for two small presses, she founded Kindred Ink Writers Initiative, Kind Red Ink Editing, and currently publishes under the imprints Indie Literati Press,
and Lesbian Literati Press. Believing in mastering every aspect of the business, Baeli does her
own book cover design, typography, and formatting, maintains an author newsletter and video
journal series, and is also an editor, webmaster and blogger, all after eight years of University,
to include pursuing a B.A. in Professional Writing & Editing.
A canny mix of businesswoman and artist, Baeli is delighted to spend each day relentlessly polishing her skills and feeding her muse.
After three unfortunate years in New Zealand, she now makes her American home on Holiday Island, near the quaint village of Eureka Springs with her wife, Melissa.

Books by Kelli Jae Baeli

AKA INVESTIGATIONS SERIES
Also Known as Armchair Detective {1}
Also Known as DNA {2}
Also Known as Syzygy {3}
Also Known as Rising & Falling {4}
Also Known as Sleepy Cat Peak {5}
Also Known as Blue, Dark & Bright {6}

RAIN FALLS SERIES
Rain Falls {1}
In Absentia {2}
Pariahs & Prodigals {3}

NEW HARBOR WITCHES SERIES
Keepers {1}
Ravens {2}

NORTHWOODS TRILOGY
Throwing Caution {1}
Building Character {2}

NOVELS
Achilles Forjan
Another Justice
As You Were
Baggage
Plethora
Pitfall

NOVELLAS
Somewhere Else
Quintessence
Random Act of Blindness
Curse of Cache La Poudre
Powerful Things

FICTION ANTHOLOGIES
Trustplaces
(Erotica for Women Who Love Women)

Speed of Dark
(Bold Erotic Stories)
Flash Fiction (Vol. 1)

NONFICTION
God on a Stick {Vol. 1}
(Cosmology of God& Jesus)
God on a Stick {Vol. 2}
(Cosmology of the Bible)
God on a Stick {Vol. 3}
(Cosmology of Christianity)
God on a Stick {Vol. 4}
(Cosmology of the Dark Side)
God on a Stick {Vol. 5}:
(Cosmology of Science)
God on a Stick {Vol. 6}
(Cosmology of Atheism)

NONFICTION ANTHOLOGIES
Nerve
(Selected & Neglected Poetry)
Venetian Blinds
(Because I Couldn’t Effing Think of Another Effing Title)
Fac e Down in the Low Road
(Essays, Articles, & Rebuttals)
Bettered by a Dead Crustacean
(Humorous Essays)
Diction Déjà vu
(Reading Writing & No Arithmetic, vol. 1)
The Truth of Fiction
(Reading Writing & No Arithmetic, vol. 2)
Literary Loitering
(Reading Writing & No Arithmetic, vol. 3)
Sullied Pajamas
(Misadventures in the Dating Pool)
Immortality or Something Like It
(Essays)
Too Much World
(Essays)
Brainmatter: Tidbits from my Cranium
(Essays)
Wear a Helmet
(Inflammatory Essays)
Strictly Ac ademic
(Essays)
Crossing Paths
(Essays)

ON TAP FOR 2016
Frequent Crier Miles
(Novella trilogy)
Untitled, Book 1,
(Cross Pollination Series)
Saturation Point
(Romantic Novella)
Synaptic Circus: In the Marrow
(Quips and Quotes from a Bestselling Genre-Hopping Indie Author)

After Words
(Thoughts on Each of my Novels)
{Untitled, Book 3 in Northwoods Trilogy}
Rain Falls series, Book 4
AKA Investigations series, Book 7
New Harbor Witches series, Book 3

WITH MELISSA WALKER
Cruise Control
(Romantic Family Dramedy for the over-50 Crowd)
Things to Save America
(Essays from each of us on ideas for the betterment of society)

REWRITES
Falling Through the Cracks
(The Misadventures of No One Famous)
ISO - In Search Of
(Dating, Relationships & Sex for the Discerning Lesbian)

OTHER WORKS IN PROGRESS
Behind the Left
(Authoring the Apocalypse)
Noble Arcanum
(Sequel to Powerful Things)
The Girls in the Band
(Novella)

Go to kellijaebaeli.com

